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Bristol Good Food 2030: Urban Growing 2024 Action Plan 

 

Vision for Bristol Good Food 2030: As well as being tasty, healthy, accessible and affordable, the food we eat should be good for nature and the environment, good for 
workers, good for local communities, good for local businesses, and good for animal welfare. This is what we mean by Good Food. 
 
Urban Growing considers how nature-friendly food production as a commercial enterprise, as well amongst communities and individuals, can be maximised. 
 

This plan has been put together by Bristol Food Network, created by the Bristol Good Food Partnership and supported by Bristol City Council (BCC). Bristol Food Network 

has taken on leadership of this project, following the successful Going for Gold project that made Bristol one of the first cities to win the Sustainable Food Places (SFP) Gold 

Award.   

 

The purpose of the Action Plans is to describe, in detail, the improvements we want to see in the food system up until 2024, how those changes will be achieved and by 
whom. The actions are described using the structure provided by the Milan Urban Food Policy Pact, to which Bristol has made a commitment.  
 
This Action Plan is just one part of Bristol Good Food 2030 (BGF2030). As well as the other Action Plans for the other themes, another, high level plan will be published - the 

2030 Framework for Action. The Framework for Action outlines the broader, ambitious goals that Bristol hopes to achieve by 2030. The Action Plans, once successful, will 

have created the foundations on which delivery of the Framework for Action’s goals can be built.    

 

       
 
 
 
 
 

https://bristolgoodfood.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Bristol-Good-Food-2030-Action-Plan.pdf
https://bristolgoodfood.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Bristol-Good-Food-2030-Action-Plan.pdf


   

 

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcomes: desired direction of 
travel, overall changes we want 
to see  

Specific desired changes - to be 
measured  

By 
when 

Planned Actions - how the desired change will be achieved – & Action Owners 
 

The best and most suitable land 
for growing in the city region is 
identified and protected. The 
volume of land used for growing 
increases significantly, including 
on suitable, council-owned land. 
 
  

There is accessible, up-to-date, 
clear information about the 
availability of land and growing 
projects across the city. 

2023 Bristol City Council maps its food growing land and information about tenancies/licences, including 
immediacy of access and appropriateness of use, is kept up to date and made visible 
 
Bristol Food Producers agrees a process for identifying non-Bristol City Council owned land.  
 
Bristol Food Producers conducts mapping of private and public land within Bristol and West of 
England Combined Authority to identify suitable growing land. 
 
Bristol Food Producers delivers a land matching event. 
 
Lockleaze Neighbourhood Trust publishes map of growing projects around the area to facilitate 
residents to get into growing. 
 
Bristol Food Network explores additional ways to communicate citywide community growing 
opportunities to citizens. 

Suitable land opportunities in the 
urban and peri-urban area are 
identified and allocated through 
transparent, and equitable 
processes, using policies that 
support increased and sustained 
growing. 

2024 Up to date information is available on Bristol Food Producers website around routes to accessing 
land in and around the city, including connections to national land matching programmes for new 
entrant farmers.  
 
Clear policies are developed within Bristol City Council around how land is allocated within 
competing priorities. 
 



   

 

  

 
 

 

Outcomes: desired direction of 
travel, overall changes we want 
to see  

Specific desired changes - to be 
measured  

By 
when 

Planned Actions - how the desired change will be achieved – & Action Owners 
 

 
The Local Plan supports increased 
provision of growing space for 
residents and protects the viability 
of existing growing enterprise. 
 
 

Bristol Food Producers works with Bristol City Council to develop clear eligibility requirements for 
those seeking to access Bristol City Council land to ensure viability and sustainability of 
businesses/projects 
 
Bristol City Council ensure their new smallholding and allotment strategies improve equity of land 
availability, particularly addressing shortfalls in areas of deprivation or with high proportion Global 
Majority citizens 
 

Training and economic support 
opportunities for growers 
increase, the diversity of people 
growing food increases and the 
number of growers/growing 
enterprises increases. 
 
 
 
 

Training courses results in more 
people with growing skills. 
(Crossover with Eating Better) 
 
 

2023 
 

Incredible Edible run their Growing Futures Course. 
 
Lockleaze Neighbourhood Trust run growing sessions for multiple age groups, teaching nature 
friendly techniques that can be replicated in people’s gardens.  
 
Ambition Lawrence Weston Community Climate Action Partner project teaches residents to grow. 
 



   

 

  

 
 

 

Outcomes: desired direction of 
travel, overall changes we want 
to see  

Specific desired changes - to be 
measured  

By 
when 

Planned Actions - how the desired change will be achieved – & Action Owners 
 

Research identifies approaches 
for increasing diversity and 
inclusion in food growing. 
 
There is clear signposting to training 
available at a regional and national 
level, including entry level and 
community growing, vocational and 
commercial training, and business 
and enterprise skills. 
 

2024 Bristol Food Producers reviews existing research into diversity in food growing and identify barriers 
and solutions that can be actioned in Bristol. 
 
Bristol Food Producers develops a best practice guide for community organisations to advertise 
training opportunities through more accessible avenues (libraries, community newsletters etc).  
 
Pilot Community Climate Action Partners community growing projects are used to inform future 
development of community-based training, including future Community Climate Action Partner 
growing initiatives (crossover with Education plan) 
 
Bristol Disability Equality Forum’s exemplar accessible allotment plot is used to inform 
development decisions.  
 
Bristol Food Producers Training Working Group fosters better collaboration between organisations 
on training offerings, to share resources, support new nature-friendly food growing courses to 
develop, and signpost to each other's opportunities 
 
Bristol Food Producers shares opportunities for training/volunteering/jobs through a variety of 
accessible channels. 
 
 

More routes to market are 
available for growers. 
 
(CROSSOVER WITH 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
PROCUREMENT PLANS) 
 
 

More routes to market become 
available for local and sustainable 
suppliers through public sector 
opportunities. (Crossover with 
Procurement) 
 
Research and trialling of short 
supply chain distribution shapes 

2024 Bristol City Council explores opportunities for new routes to market through Economic Dev 
initiatives (e.g. St Nick’s Market, YKTO food hub proposal) (crossover with Infrastructure & 
Procurement plans) 
 
Bristol Food Network researches the feasibility of dynamic procurement for Bristol 
 
 
 
 



   

 

  

 
 

 

Outcomes: desired direction of 
travel, overall changes we want 
to see  

Specific desired changes - to be 
measured  

By 
when 

Planned Actions - how the desired change will be achieved – & Action Owners 
 

Bristol’s longer-term strategy for 
growing local procurement. 
(Crossover with Procurement) 
 
 
 

Community-based and 
commercial food production on 
tenanted land uses nature-
friendly techniques, resulting in 
greater biodiversity on growing 
sites. 
 

BS13 community composting 
project increases community 
awareness of value of food wate 
reduction and composting 
(crossover with Food Waste) 
 

2022 Heart of BS13 begin their closed loop community composting project. 

Campaigning at local and national 
level increases action to reduce 
chemical usage in food growing. 
 

2023 All Bristol Good Food 2030 stakeholders input into city level strategies to which nature-friendly 
food production is relevant.  
 
Bristol Food Producers and Bristol Food Network maintain strong links with local MPs around 
relevant national policy.  
 
Bristol Food Producers lean support to organisations lobbying for national level agroecological 
farming policy. 
 
Ambition Lawrence Weston advise residents on nature friendly lawn care and ending pesticide use. 
 
Avon Wildlife Trust run a home gardening competition with the theme of Urban Good Growing. 
 
Avon Wildlife Trust engage growers in signing up to climate friendly growing pledge as part of 
Team Wilder 
 



   

 

  

 
 

 

Outcomes: desired direction of 
travel, overall changes we want 
to see  

Specific desired changes - to be 
measured  

By 
when 

Planned Actions - how the desired change will be achieved – & Action Owners 
 

Avon Wildlife Trust’s Climate 
Friendly growing pledge is designed, 
and grower engagement started. 
 

2024 The Urban Growing Working Group support the Ecological Emergency Strategy commitment to 
reducing pesticide use by 50% by 2030 and push for it to go down to 0. 
 
 

 
 


